
Press release for the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Annual International  
Conference at the University of Cardiff / Landscapes of Detectorists session. 

Geographers strike gold in their study of hit BBC comedy, Detectorists. 

Cardiff University will host the four-day Annual International Conference of the Royal 
Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) between 28 and 31 
August. More than 1,600 delegates from around the world will attend 360 sessions, 
including plenaries, workshops, and field excursions. Delegates will be introduced 
to the human and physical geography of Wales and will also focus on the 
conference theme of ‘Landscape’, which will be explored using a range of historical 
and contemporary case studies. 

Of particular note for comedy fans is one session dedicated to the BAFTA award-
winning comedy-drama Detectorists, which originally aired on BBC Four between 
2014 and 2017, and can currently be watched on Netflix. The “Landscapes of 
Detectorists” session will examine how landscape is represented in the hit comedy 
drama series; with papers exploring how the show’s characters attempt to “read” 
landscape for clues about the archaeological treasures it conceals, and how 
landscape features as the space in which the programme’s protagonists pursue their 
hobby of metal detecting.  

Other papers in the session examine the way in which landscape is viewed vertically, 
the way the practice of metal detecting as depicted in the series reflects ideas of 
rediscovering past lives through the recovery of fragments, and how depictions of 
women and hobbies serve to enrich the complexity and diversity of knowing the 
rural English landscape. 

Special guest and discussant for this session will be Adam Tandy, award-winning 
comedy drama producer, who produced series 1 and 2 of Detectorists and other 
award winning BBC comedies including Inside No. 9 , The League of Gentlemen, 
and The Thick of It. Tandy will discuss the production of the hit BBC Four comedy-
drama Detectorists, written and directed by Mackenzie Crook, and how locations, 
site, identity, interweave with cast, plot, performance and script in making the 
programme . 

Dr Joanne Norcup (University of Glasgow) and Dr Innes M. Keighren (Royal 
Holloway, University of London) have convened this session and are devoted fans of 
the series, have made a special pilgrimage to Framlingham in Suffolk to investigate 
the landscapes used in the filming. Dr Norcup is also a member of the National 
Council of Metal Detecting (NDMC) and a keen detectorist herself. 

Dr Norcup said: 



“We are delighted to have Adam Tandy as discussant for our session. Comedy as a 
cultural art form hold the power to emotionally and intellectually transform inner 
worlds and outer perspectives, to hold a mirror up to contemporary issues, to 
subvert, satirize and challenge, yet too often popular comedy dramas get 
overlooked by academics. Our session looks to correct that by thinking about how 
landscape functions in Detectorists as a site of humanity, humility, humour, wonder, 
frustration, and hope”. 

For those unable to attend the conference, a sound recording of the session will be 
produced by Geography Workshop and made available through the Royal 
Geographical Society’s Historical Geography Research Group’s website later in the 
year. 

Notes to editors: 

1. For further details about the session please contact Dr Innes Keighren, at 
innes.keighren@rhul.ac.uk or Dr Joanne Norcup, at Joanne.norcup@glasgow.ac.uk 

 
2. For general media enquiries, including press passes and interview requests, please contact the 
RGS-IBG’s Press Officer, Giulia Macgarr, at g.macgarr@rgs.org or 020 7591 3019.  

 
3. The conference is being held from August 28 – 31. It is the largest geography conference in 
Europe, with more than 360 sessions and 1,300 papers being presented. Full details on the RGS-IBG 
Annual International Conference 2018 can be found at https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-
international-conference/  

4. The Royal Geographical Society (with The Institute of British Geographers) is the learned society 
and professional body for geography. Formed in 1830, our Royal Charter of 1859 is for 'the 
advancement of geographical science'. Today, we deliver this objective through developing, 
supporting and promoting geographical research, expeditions and fieldwork, education, public 
engagement, and geography input to policy. We aim to foster an understanding and informed 
enjoyment of our world. We hold the world's largest private geographical collection and provide 
public access to it. We have a thriving Fellowship and membership and offer the professional 
accreditation 'Chartered Geographer’. www.rgs.org  

5. Geography Workshop is a small independent production company founded by Dr Jo Norcup that 
produces radio broadcasts and public-facing scholarly informed programmes, workshops and field 
excursions. For further details see http://www.geographyworkshop.com 

 


